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This project focuses on the conflict in Indian administered Jammu and Kashmir (J&K). This 

conflict is characterised by the militarised occupation of the region and resistance for self-

determination by indigenous populations. In 2019, there were over 500,000 military and 

police force stationed in the state of J&K and over the years the forces have become a 

permanent fixture of the day-to-day life of people in the region. The use of civilian 

infrastructure by the military apparatus to control the rhythms of everyday life has evolved to 

its current form as an integral aspect of the conflict itself.  

This paper is focused on two interrelated aspects i.e., the impact of militarisation, magnified 

by Covid-19 pandemic on the fieldwork itself and its relationship to the larger impact of 

militarisation on everyday life in Srinagar. The methodology is inspired by rhythmanalysis 

which focuses on space of interaction. The rhythmanalysis is in two parts, it explores the 

rhythms as viewed and investigated by the researcher as opposed to the rhythms of everyday 

life for research participants. The aim here is to contextualise the questions of ethics and 

positionality as a researcher, conducting fieldwork during covid 19, in a militarised conflict 

region.  
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